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More of Jesus, Less of Everything Else                                                                                      

“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rub-

bish, in order that I may gain Christ,” Philippians 3:8  

The soul was designed like a lamp that only burns rightly when filled with Holy Oil. Without Jesus the 

Messiah, we flicker. With Him, we become illuminated from within.  

The tragedy of this age is not merely sin, it is distraction. Many are drinking from cracked cisterns while the 

Fountain of Living Water stands near, still inviting, still speaking, still stretching out nail-scarred hands. Je-

sus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37). The invitation has never changed. 

Heaven’s answer for humanity is still a person.  

We often ask God for strength, peace, purpose, clarity, and healing, while overlooking that every answer is 

found in deeper union with Christ Himself. He is not merely the Giver of bread-He is the Bread of Life 

(John 6:35). He is not merely a light source-He is the Light of the world (John 8:12). Everything from the 

Kingdom flows from abiding in Him.  

The Gospel is not only about escaping judgement; it is about becoming fully alive in Christ. Scripture says, 

“In Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” (Colossians 1:19), and through Him we have re-

demption, peace, purpose, and eternal hope. Every longing of the human soul ultimately points back to Him. 

Jesus is not an addition to life-He is life itself.  

   The Church must remember this in the days ahead. Jesus asked a sobering question: “When the Son of 

Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). He is not searching for impressive crowds, reli-

gious performance,  or polished appearances. He is looking for hearts that still believe Him when storms 

rage, cultures shift, and darkness increases. Faith is the oil preserved in the lamp while waiting for the 

Bridegroom’s return (Matthew 25:1-13).  

The age to come is not fantasy-it is reality approaching. Scripture reveals a coming Kingdom where right-

eousness reigns, tears are wiped away, death is defeated, and Christ is glorified openly before all creation 

(Revelation 21:1-5).  This present world is like morning fog-it appears briefly and vanishes (James 4:14). 

But Jesus remains eternal, unshaken, and worthy of total surrender.  

More of Jesus means allowing Him into every hidden room of the heart. It means trading ego for humility, 

noise for stillness, striving for surrender. John the Baptist captured the cry of maturity in one sentence: “He 

must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). The closer we draw to Jesus, the more counterfeit loves 

lose their grip.  

Christ is not preparing spectators for His return-He is preparing a Bride who longs for her Husband. A peo-

ple whose hearts burn like living altars. A people who know that beyond prophecy charts, headlines, and 

earthly uncertainty, the greatest treasure is still intimacy with the King Himself.  

All we truly need is Jesus. And then, more of Jesus.  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, awaken our hearts from distraction and draw us deeper into Your presence. Teach 

us to hunger for You above every earthly thing. Strengthen our faith for the age to come and let our lives 

burn brightly with love and devotion as we await Your return. In Your name Jesus. Amen 
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My name is Hunter Martel. I am 28 years old from Eunice, LA. As a child I grew up in 

the city and my grandfather owned 3 cattle farms. I worked on farms during my child-

hood. My parents fought all the time. My dad was in and out of prison and rehab. I tru-

ly love my parents. While growing up I was in and out of trouble a lot in school. Experi-

menting with drugs, weed, alcohol, and pills. Before the age of 16 I experimented with 

every drug except heroin. I got kicked out at 16 years old.  Ran to the streets of Eunice 

trying to find love. But didn’t know what love truly was. Used things I could get or buy. 

Partied every chance I got. I started getting involved with a street gang in my 

hometown, doing bad things to fit in, sooner or later that was my life. I tried every 

drug and was addicted to the lifestyle and the drugs I was using. I was in and out of 

jail. Running, running every day. No one could tell me different than what I thought. I 

lost all I had and when I got it back, I gave it away due to my actions and drugs. I came 

to a point in my life where I could not stop for anything. Violence and survival were my 

main priorities. I was involved in some high-speed chases, and I came to a turn, flip-

ping the car 4 times with not a scratch on my body. Was at gun point. I ended up in Al-

len parish corrections with 16 charges in Allen parish, 7 in St. Landry and 8 in Eunice. I 

was doomed. I tried everything to get out of jail. I was told I was going to prison for a very long time. I had 28 felony charges 

and 4 misdemeanor charges. Nothing man could do for me from this prison I put myself in. I sat there for 14 months and 

prayed to God to help me change my life. Then one morning getting out of solitary confinement tank I got offered to a year-

long program at Shiloh Ministries. It was here God manifested His Love Strong & Mighty in me. There ’s so much power in His 

Word. My LORD took me out of that jail cell. Sat me at his feet and completely changed my life. He reconciled me with my 

family and brought me out of that prison sentence soon to come. Nothing could take me from the power of God or tell me He 

does not love me. Psalm 40:1-5 He brought me out of the pit of despair; out of the mud and the mire. He set my 

feet on solid ground and steadied me as I walked. He has given me a new song to sing; a hymn of praise to 

our God. Many will see what He has done and be amazed. They will put their trust in the Lord. Oh, the joy of 

those who trust in the Lord, who have no confidence in the proud or in those who worship idols. O Lord my 

God you have performed many wonders for us. Your plans for us are too numerous to list. You have no 

equal. If I tried to recite all of your wonderful deeds, I would never come to the end of them. God’s timing is al-

ways worth waiting for. He wants to provide all our needs, but He will not force anything on us. God ’s infinite power will 

change our lives only if we let him. Our past is not a way of living. It is a lesson learned. And it will repeat itself till we learn 

from it… our failures are the most powerful teacher. How we handle it will determine whether we’re going to simply ‘get by’ 

in life or ‘press on.’  Hebrews 10:36 patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will receive all that He has promised. 
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Therefore be patient, brothers and sisters, until 

the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious produce of the soil, being patient about 

it, until it gets the early and late rains. You too 

be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the com-

ing of the Lord is near (James 5:7-8). 


