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My Response Determines My Future

“Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates Hisother is still in the
darkness.” | John 2:9

In addition to the rebuilding going on in each ofr dives, we are in the midst of all sorts of builgl renovation projects at Shiloh. Brothe
Wesley is new on staff, and he supervises ourrafter work projects. He has an eye for detail anéstdrawing excellence out of me. | an
learning how to paint more efficiently, apply tripreces, and lay carpet. Before coming here, | ydweorked with computers. | never paintec
or did any type of building renovations. | am re@gj revelation about this being God’s house aedjby beautifying what belongs to God
The staff is very excited about a little old 10@weld farmhouse the Lord recently provided to &hbout a half mile from here, a major fixe
upper with “miraculous potential” that we are goibegoe working on to make a place for Brother Wiesled Brother Jason to stay in. For now
they are living in closet tight spaces off the Shidormitory and are working with Shiloh studentagpically 24/7. We have prayed for the
Lord’s provision for additional housing for theseogl men, and now we are rejoicing to withess Gaursculous provision. The house need
lots of work in order to transform it, but Shilolilmo doubt use the renovation project as a teagkime for the men sojourning here.

Part of our classroom curriculum at Shiloh is ass@yreading projects followed by an oral book swmpThis is my tenth month into Shiloh
and | have worked through many book assignments. driactice is a new discipline that is good for. ke study and preparation for classe
stretches my time management skills because oedstdis so full, but | glean something from eveopk. My Book assignment this month is
The Bait of Satamy John Bevere. This book is opening up a newafamorms in my thinking, and | am challenged wétbme issues that |
have harbored in my heart for years. | thougtdrafeing here at Shiloh for almost ten months ltiaid grown and was doing quite well. 1 dic
not realize how much junk that | still had buriedny soul.

I have one sibling, a brother named Rob, who is years older than | am. We had a serious confriomtaieveral years ago and | never heal
from it. The Lord is revealing to me the offensattls rooted deep inside of me. As God has beedariieg my relationships with my wife and
children during the time | have been at Shilohelidve He desires that the relationship with mytieo be restored as well. This one is ver
painful though. It hurts so badly, | really wowkither not deal with it. Every time | think abdriob, | feel hurt and anger rise up. My memorie
are only of his demeaning and belitting me. Mwndsees Rob as always being critical, obnoxious,sancastic towards me. Even though | a
no dummy, Rob always impressed on me that he waerisu to me in every way, and he was God's gifsdaiety with his brilliant talents and
intellect. When | began drinking and using drugsdierided me all the more. Finally, he severedailktact with me and my family. | could pos:
sibly understand his disgust with me, but why dédHave to hurt family. They do not deserve higlaiis. | know | deserve consequences b
cause of my foolish behavior. | make no excuse. éi@x, even before | began such foolish acts, hielalways looked down on me.

Nevertheless, | am sensing the Holy Spirit implgnine that | must forgive Rob if | want to move fana in my walk with God. Our forgiveness
of others is a signal of our awareness of how neiet has given us. How can we approach a God ofynilewe ourselves are full of bitterness
and anger?'If you forgive men when they sin against you, youHeavenly Father will also forgive you. But if youdo not forgive men
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins’ Matthew 6:14-15. As | am working on this issue, in one of our recgdasses, we were told
to consider a quote by Booker T. Washingtdmwill not permit any man to narrow and degrade my soul by making me hate him” | am
learning to spot the pattern now. The Holy Siiagins working on me, then the Word hits me, aedstime message starts coming at me frc
all angles. This quote from a Booker T. Washingitapped me like a stinger missile. | have been gy Rob to narrow and degrade my sot
by making me hate him. Knowing the Word, | anpmssible. For the last several months | have s&ng God where He wants me to ser
Him. | desperately want to follow Him. | realizenlust surrender my hurt feelings toward Rob to Geavall, or it will not matter that I relin-
quish anything else to go where He wants. This walk Christ is a full package deal. | may not cke@nd pick parts and pieces | will surrer
der. No sooner than | become aware of a stronghatdly life and fight through the surrender of itetHoly Spirit begins to reveal the next bal
rier, and | begin the process all over again. ustibe all, or it may as well be none. | have téasaid many times at Shiloh, “We are not a hs
way house, but an all the way house. It is allathing.” “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, all your
strength” Matthew 22:37. How can | hold on to unforgiveness, when He heenlbso good and forgiving to me? This book hasdsrothings
up that | had no intention of ever dealing witkknbw by the Spirit of God thdbrgiveness is a choice, but not an optiorOnce | receive reve-
lation, | am accountable. “Oh God, help me toigigte this flesh and surrender. This is a hugé fiasme. Help me Lord. Help me to forgive
Rob and love him Lord as | should. Father God, medpto see him through your eyes and even if hemever accepts me, help me to acce
him and clear up my own heart, | pray in Jesus Narhank you Lord for caring so much about me that,YAlmighty God would not allow
this to go unchecked and You brought it up befage back to Oregon.”

Shiloh Ministry Team. Earlier installments of this fictional story about Cecil Armstrong are on our website at www.shilohmensministries.com



A Graduate Testifies

Shiloh gives the training and teaching to men wkedhand are willing to change. Shiloh allows thekwnaf the Word and the Holy Spirit to miraculously
change men’s lives. But what happens with liferakiloh? What can we do with all that God givesdusing our year there to go out and give back to
hurting and dying world? My name is Joe Burgessnlifrom Burlington, Wisconsin, and | graduated avN2" 2007, after 365 days of protection, covering
and renewing of my mind by the Holy Spirit. Abobtée months before my graduation, God spoke tondead me to come back to Texas after | graduate
and to permanently leave behind my past and moveexas for good. This message from God was hasivedlow, because | had no job, no money, and r
place to live. Nevertheless, God said it, and koew what | had to do. | began to pray. | prayaddoors to b
opened for my return to Texas. God told me thablileh be the light. (Mathew 5-14 says, “You are ltgbt of the ¥
world a city on a hill cannot be hidden.”) | didthing more than believe God. After my graduatioment homg
for a while to see some family | had not seen liong time, but | did not forget what God had told.mfter being
home for one month, | got a call from one of meifids in Texas. My friend told me to call this ghwat isj
looking for help at his diesel shop. | sensed‘{Bad thing,” and | made the call. After speakingiwshane a fe
times, he agreed to hire me. He told me he woive me a job and a trailer to live in. | was retagito Texag
with a job and a place to live - just like that'bis so good!

When | got back to Texas, | learned Shane is as@anmi that had been through some hard times arslrdgeyo tg
church much, if at all. I got back into the homeura that Shiloh had introduced me to, and afterygermonjg.
God told me to buy my new boss a CD copy of theghang. | did this for a few weeks and gave thesGaR »
Shane. Slowly, but surely, Shane and his familyecaiack to church. The business began to prospen, Bhangl
and | were given the opportunity to pray with ouglaer for his first time salvation. Shane begarsdbaside
Morning Prayer time before work and made it mangator the shop. He also started handing out Bildéeou
customers. Through all of this, Shane and | bedaese friends, and God began to use him to blessGmeé.gave
me a truck through him and finances and anythisg etould need. | never went without. God is alsviajthful
and good to those who serve Him. It is amazing v@ad will do when you step out of the boat andttidisn.
God took a bruised, battered, tarnished nothingraade something beautiful. Being on God’s side getsxiteo

to get up in the morning and see what He has rextnE and my family. He breaths His life into mersvdayfl
and gives me opportunities unlimited and | just f&e blessed to know Him and to call Him my Lorddany
Savior.

Now that | had my great job and great friends, asviime for the great girl. | remember meeting thiit Becky
Kinard at Texas Bible Institute while | was stitl Shiloh. Well low and behold she also went toshme churcl .

as me. She was beautiful, funny, smart, spiriedilll started asking some of my friends about mer got the Jo€ Burgess & Becky Kinard
scoop. She was single. Well on New Years the gaysl were going to do fire works at a friend’s feuand she

came. So as you can see God continues to run méhistgirl. A week or so later, we were all gotogthe batting cages. There she was again | thdugtttis
time she was digging me. When it came time for onbat, | was so nervous with her watching thadhtihit one single ball. | was so embarrassed, thed
she got up and hit them all. Even after that, $ifiecame and talked to me. Shortly thereafter veided to go on a date. — (Chick-Fil-A and a moviéfter
the movie, we were going to go bowling. We werenhmrvous and shy not saying too much on the dar fiihen all of the sudden as if God wanted tolbres
the silence - BAM - she runs over a bumper innttigdle of the road. She looked over at me withfaee all red so full of embarrassment. She lookedute
and innocent; | knew | would spend the rest of ifeywith her. | learned that her favorite colorgieen because it matches her eyes. Her birthdaywes
days after mine. She had a sister named Tonyaaditid, and her Dads name is Tom and so is minew\WWve are so much alike. When God comes throug
He does it right. We dated for just less than oseryand began to talk about marriage. On Decenti22@08 | asked the love of my life and best friead t
marry me, and you guessed it, she said, “yes.”at @hristmas morning, and she had to do a scavéuogeérto find her present which was the ring. | sas
nervous | thought | was going to pass out. Whenssti@, “yes,” | felt my spirit doing flips insidef one. | know that this is the girl that God hasegivme to
support me and help me. God is so good, true, a@ititfdl to us. If we put our trust in Him, He willever lead us astray, and He will always give esdbsires
of our hearts.
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