“Where Are The NIne?” (uke 17:17)

We ask questions, when we are in need of informaiushen Jesus asks a question, it is not because

He is in need of answers. It is for our benefteTWaster is about to teach. In this particular pgess
of scripture, Luke 17:11-19, Jesus is on His lastrjey before His crucifixion. He is making His waack to
Jerusalem. He is tired physically, and thinkingutihe torment that awaits Him at Calvary’s Crog&st, in all
of what is going on, in His own life, He stops whiga hears cries for mercy. It is not just a sirgle but isthe
cry of ten Lepers. He never dismissed their voit¢esnever says, | do not have time, or says, ybaiehink
you've got trouble! Instead, He responds in meréghva command: Go! and show yourselves to the Pries
According to The Law, It was the Priest who wagiee a certificate of cleanliness to these Lepéer they
had receivedtheir healing. (Lev 14:2-32) The Bitdeords that asthey went, they were healed.dtmiazing in
itself that they all went. They all had faith to.dgcthey all were obedient to what Jesus commandiedsiBgs
always follow obedience. It is not recorded thatytiooked at their skin and said, You must be jgkior we
are not healed. We do not look healed, we do mdthfealed, so therefore we are not healed. No,smeply did
as they were instructed. They got their healinghenway. | must pause right here and think abowt Wwe have
probably many times missed out on miracles in auar ives because of natural reasoning. When Gdsl tislto
do something and it really does not make sensegreempted at that moment to miss a miracle innoidst.
But as | continue to meditate on this passage mjtsce, the vast teaching followgerse 15reads,"When one
of them, upon seeing that he was cured, turned baglcognizing and thanking and praising God in aud
voice”. His voice alone was probably as loud as the ten b earlier cried out together for mercy. | wonder
what would take place if and when our praise amdkisgiving would get as loud as our desperate @idselp.
Verse 16records that he fell prostate at Jesus’ feet, thanking Him ovand over’,and he was a Samaritan
(the other nine were Jewdjerse 17; then Jesus asked, “were not all ten clsath? where are the nine"Phis
one Samaritan never said to Jesus, yeah thoseatgfgrJews, | tried to get them to come back witd but
they were too busy for You. He never said anytfaibgut the others. He never exchanged evil for ethough
it was he that had been an outcast since birthusedhe Jews hatedthe Samaritavisrse 18 Jesus continues,
Were there no one found to return and to recogniaed give thanks and praise to God except this afién
believe Jesus was deeply disappointed in those filmey had missed out on the greatest miracleloThky
had missed Him. They had missed an opportunityafmisitation. They had demonstrated their faithliear
They were obedient. Yet when desperation ceasexk thias no desire to cry out again. They werefsadisow
with what they could see. Comfort had alreadyrseComfort is subtle, and it can be very dangerdbgy were
going home to their temporal abiding places. | ame ghey must have rejoiced after being cured ad th
devastating disease that eats away at your bodtly, pard the isolation and separation from familg &aiends. |
am sure they had to have rejoiced. No one in thiglit mind could not have been happy about thid, tfey
missed out on that which is everlasting. The pathem that will live forever was still diseaseaydadoomed.
Verse 19 And Jesus said to the one that came back, Get ud go on your way. Your faith, your trust and
confidence that spring from your belief in God hasstored you to healthThis one received salvation through
faith in Jesus Christ. This one was transformedhayksgiving. This one was not only healed; hedmse to
Jesus. This one did not settle to go to the Poitthat day, He chose to go to The High Priestysl&hrist.
Others could wait; but He did not want Jesus td \Wdiis one was a giver, not just ataker. | hdtercheard it
said, that actions speak louder than words. Goddmeen to each of us so much more than we could eve
deserve. Where do we stand? Are we among the iHag@ we quickly forgotten about Him? This would be
evident by our life. If we are genuinely thankfal iHim, it will result in a life that will expressself in all the
things we do. So the way we live our lives, isradigation of the kind of gratitude in our heartsss-tomfort set
in? Are we living lives that are basically so ssleking and self centered that all we want is geétification?
Or are we likened to the one who fell prostrateHit feet? The keeping of Covenant is based upon
remembrance.

Debbie Fondren
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We want to update all of you on the Shuttle Bugqmto As of this date we
have $27,500.00 in a savings account. That leagewith a balance of
$22,500.00 needed for us to purchase this muchedetednsportation. We
want to thank everyone for your giving to this @atj Summer is drawing
near & our present van (92 Ford) has no air comulti & has many miles
on it. God has been gracious to us. It continuesutn but expensive to
maintain in maintenance. We are asking all of yopiay for this Shuttle
Bus to become a reality before this summer. Mosgaf know why we
have to purchase a Shuttle Bus. For those thabtlkrmow, it's because of
insurance reasons. All insurance companies arerieguChurch’s to pur-
chase these type of vehicles because of rollovablpms with the 15 pas-
senger vans. We so appreciate your dedication itn@@ng with us. |
know before this summer we will see that new SkuBlis in our parking
lot. Will you agree with me? Amen!! (So Be It)

Hamburger meat for

meals, 5 ton A.C. Unit for Chapel, a new Dell oéfic
computer, & lumber for construction of tool Shed.
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