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“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than 
they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me (1 Cor. 15:10). As I began to write this months Newsletter, I 
asked God to help me with its contents. He immediately responded with, tell them about your expierience with “My Grace”. 
Well grace has many applications in scriptures. What I want to focus on at this t ime is the power that God gives when He 
has asked us to do something. For my scripture reference I will use the Apostle Paul's encounter with Gods grace. In 1Corin-
thians 15:10, Paul talks about Gods ability to make him a capable minister. He bares witness to this by saying, “I am what I 
am” because of Gods grace and “it is His grace that was with me”. When God call us to be His sons & daughters and gave 
us His commission to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature (Mk. 16:15) He did not expect us to 
go without His sustaining grace. The LORD says in Isa 43:1-3 "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you 
by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you ;and when you pass through the rivers, they 
will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior”. It  is these promises that we have from God, that should be a 
witness to us by His spirit that He will never leave us or for sake us (Joshua 1:5). When God called Debbie and I to minis-
try it  was this full assurance that it  was “He” who has called us, then therefore it  was “He” who would protect, empower and 
provide for us. We are now in our 5th year of ministry at Shiloh and we have never experienced an absence of Grace. Life is 
hard and difficult. Ministry is hard and very difficult.  When I first came to the LORD for salvation, I came broken. I also 
came mentally handicapped because of 23 years of drug abuse. Who but God would have chosen someone like myself to 
carry out an assignment such as Shiloh. It  would have to be someone sold out to God because of gratitude for their salvation. 
There is the story in Luke 7:47 about a woman whose sins where many & who was forgiven much. In her response to her 
forgiveness, she loved Jesus much with her worship. I am totally convinced it  is only because of my gratefulness for sins, 
being forgiven, that I’m restored and fulfilling my destiny. Everyday I encounter His grace. I am now 54 years old. Some-
times my body does not want to cooperate with what God has required me to do. The demand of this ministry is mentally, 
physically and spiritually challenging. Everyday there is  a devil who wants to keep me from doing my assignment. He will 
often t imes try to ware me down mentally with the concerns of ministry. He will attack any way that he can. I’m convinced it 
is because of my love for God and obedience to His Word that He has shown Himself and made me strong (Daniel 11:32 
says; but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits). This is the key here; that we “know 
our God”. I know that only through adversit ies will I lean on God and trust in His grace. I have grown much in my relation-
ship with God. He has taught me many things about ministry and about myself. Often I find myself not knowing what to do 
in situations concerning these men. Most of them desperately want to expierience God in their lives. Sometimes they expieri-
ence it  through observing what takes place at Shiloh. They observe such things as provisions, such as food and finances. We 
pray a lot around here. The men expierience prayers that are answered. We have men who are married and have children. 
While they are here and remain faithful, God who is faithful takes care of their families. For the past two years I have had a 
resident counselor living in the Dorm with the men and assist ing me with many things. Back in April he resigned because of 
stress and being away from his family. I knew it would be difficult for me, and for Debbie. We would not have a lot of t ime 
together. Debbie has given up much, being called to be my wife. She left her family (son, daughter in law, grandchildren, 
mom, dad, sisters & brothers) in South Carolina to be my wife and ministry partner. I love her and I’m in awe of her sacrifice 
and dedication to the LORD. I often hear comments like, “Pastor, I do not know how you and Sister do what you do”. I think 
to myself it  is only “Gods grace”. We are so blessed to be called and to be entrusted by God with these men. Day in and day 
out, it  is our privilege to expierience the supernatural. We see the power of God demonstrated through the transformation of 
these men’s lives and in our personal lives.  It  is truly Gods grace empowering His servants to do what he has asked us to do. 
We stand and serve the same God that empowered men like Moses & Paul to do the work of the Ministry. This grace is not 
just for a chosen few, but for all who are willing and obedient. Most forfeit their destinies by not trusting in this grace that 
empowers and transforms. I want to challenge everyone who names Jesus as LORD and Savior to trust in His “Amazing 
Grace”. Let us all confess and expierience Phil 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”.  

Rocky Fondren 
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�	� �� �������� ����� Hamburger meat for 
meals, low-boy trailer, a new Dell office computer, & 
Hardy Plank siding for Men's Dorm. 

hallway of pictures of the men who had entered this Ministry. Later on, I discovered it was not a good time to take a 
picture of them, enlarge them, and then on top of that display them. These men’s pictures depicted gloom, despair, agony, 
misery, and oppression. Instead of the hall of fame, Rocky would call it the wall of shame! Needless to say we no longer 

I have heard it said numerous times, a picture paints a thousand words.  How true this is. When we first opened Shiloh 
Ministries, My husband and I took pictures of all the in-coming students for their records. And then it happened, I got the 
bright idea to make copies of the photographs, enlarge them to an 8x12, and frame them. Pretty soon we had an entire 
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We want to update all of you on the Shuttle Bus project. As of this date we 
have $37,000.00 in a savings account. That leaves us with a balance of 
$13,000.00 needed for us to purchase this much needed transportation. We 
want to thank everyone for your giving to this project. Summer is here & 
our present van (92 Ford) has no air conditioner & has many miles on it. 
God has been gracious to us. It continues to run, but expensive to maintain 
in maintenance. We are asking for a gift of $250.00 or more, to help us 
purchase this Bus. We so appreciate your dedication in partnering with us 
in  prayer & giving financially. 
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years old, married and I have 4 beautiful children. I thank God for Shiloh years old, married and I have 4 beautiful children. I thank God for Shiloh years old, married and I have 4 beautiful children. I thank God for Shiloh years old, married and I have 4 beautiful children. I thank God for Shiloh 
Ministries and for the opportunity to get a right relationship with God. Ministries and for the opportunity to get a right relationship with God. Ministries and for the opportunity to get a right relationship with God. Ministries and for the opportunity to get a right relationship with God. 
The LORD Jesus Christ has set me free from over 20 years of drug and al-The LORD Jesus Christ has set me free from over 20 years of drug and al-The LORD Jesus Christ has set me free from over 20 years of drug and al-The LORD Jesus Christ has set me free from over 20 years of drug and al-
cohol addiction. He has brought me out of darkness and into His marvel-cohol addiction. He has brought me out of darkness and into His marvel-cohol addiction. He has brought me out of darkness and into His marvel-cohol addiction. He has brought me out of darkness and into His marvel-
ous light and into His kingdom with Jesus Christ. I want to personally ous light and into His kingdom with Jesus Christ. I want to personally ous light and into His kingdom with Jesus Christ. I want to personally ous light and into His kingdom with Jesus Christ. I want to personally 
thank everyone for your support of Shiloh. I’m a life that has been saved thank everyone for your support of Shiloh. I’m a life that has been saved thank everyone for your support of Shiloh. I’m a life that has been saved thank everyone for your support of Shiloh. I’m a life that has been saved 
from hell and mental anguish. I’m no longer separated from my Heavenly from hell and mental anguish. I’m no longer separated from my Heavenly from hell and mental anguish. I’m no longer separated from my Heavenly from hell and mental anguish. I’m no longer separated from my Heavenly 
Father, but I have been brought close by the blood of Jesus Christ. Father, but I have been brought close by the blood of Jesus Christ. Father, but I have been brought close by the blood of Jesus Christ. Father, but I have been brought close by the blood of Jesus Christ.     

Hello everyone. I’m Brian Gust & this is 
my wonderful wife & daughter. God is so 
good. My whole year at Shiloh was power-
ful & transforming. What I learned at Shi-
loh has benefited me greatly since my 
graduation in November 2004. God re-
stored me to my family & made all things 
new. The greatest thing that has impacted 
my life  is the faithfulness of God to His 
Word. Ps 41:11 says; “By this I know that 
You are well pleased with me, because my 
enemy does not triumph over me”. Every-
thing the enemy has tried since graduating 
from Shiloh has failed. I have the victory in 
Christ Jesus. Amen!!!! 

A GRADUATE TESTIFIES 


