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Brown Paper Pack-
ages

Recently one night | awakened to a memory of arsetdilar song that | had loved as a cliikhese are a few of my fa-
vorite things” One verse was stuck in the replay of my mind @ret over Brown paper packages tied up with strings. | was
intrigued on how simple but how profound it wafegan to think on all the commercialism, advertisets, materialism,
glittery blitz and bling of our world today. No omeuld normally be drawn to a brown paper packaeg wp with a string
underneath a Christmas tree. Yet we would readiibose the one brightest, glistening, and beautiadtanged with perfect
bow. It is easy for us to be caught up in all tipeh the fine and the showy. It is a temptatiobeaiscontent with what we
have, and what we look like. This is evident andhifested in our Nation with all of the tremendousiacessary spending
and credit card debt. The average American houddtad 10 or more credit cards. According to Ba&eaearch, the aver-
age balance on a credit card is seven thousaratslolin my estimation of these findings this hasdage written all over it.
Monetary debt is serious. Seldom do we hear anytabout simplicity as an essential of the spiritifal If we are to strive
to be Christ like, it behooves us to be rid of mo€hhe clutter in our lives. It will require sttidiscipline. The distractions
of our world are many, but the discipline will Wwerth while, for then and then only will there ¢ to cultivate the things
of the Spirit that are so vital to our daily living/hat warrants a truly satisfied life@edliness with contentment is great gain
(1Timethy 6:6) Few people these days know anything about beinteot Jesus said “If any of you wants to be my fol-
lawer, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24 N LT ) Christ’s life is a
glaring example of self denial. Denying one’s selilways for the sake of another. It is otherdered and therefore highly
unnatural. Our nature is to be centered upon our ayenda. How | feel, how I look, what I think, whavant, what makes
me happy, how | did, how | sound? Yet Jesus madesklf of no reputation. People missed Him and duollbecause He
was not what they were looking for or expectingsé®. People were looking for the razzle and dazde Bible says in
Jsaiah 53:2 that He hath no feun ner cemeliness; and when we see Fim that thewe is no beauty that we sfould desive Fim. The
Bible says in chapter 5:8 of Matthew, Blessed (e the pure in heart for they shall see Ged. If we are not careful we too will
miss Him. God does not compete with other thingto attention. He simply will let us be becauseur free will. But oh
how it saddens His Heart. He knows the best kinlif@fs not in worldly pursuits and temporal thingso much money and
time are wasted on the temporal things of this Mega bucks spent on the latest new whatevertonatention these clay
pots that we live in. These tents are the tempdmalging places for our spirits, yet we pamper thexcessively. Could it be
that they take first and center in our lives? D@#t me wrong, | know we are to be good stewardsupbodies. We are to
be careful to maintain our health so we can inda#il our destiny for God’s Glory. | also beliewse are to be clean and
neat, but I think for the most we have become &né showy calling attention to our self. | haveegivconsiderable thought
about Mother Teresa and her death several year$aigoess Diana died that same week. It is intiexge$o me that Mother
Teresa got little attention regarding her death, iana got much media time for weeks and on upmonths and years.
One life was one of self denial for sure, while ttker was accustomed to the lime light. One wadeautiful in appear-
ance, She was wrinkled and leathery looking. Terotvas looking grand on the outside and dressédeirinest attire. |
remember myself being upset that Mother Teresasgdittle media attention while Diana continuedtie spot light long
after her death. The Lord spoke to my heart ardirieé that Mother Teresa got the desire of her haad her reward was
great in Heaven. She lived out what John the Bagdigl, “I must decrease, He (Jesus) must incre@ser two thousand
years ago there were many who missed Jesus arldwdysbirth in a manger. We still may miss Him tgdé& we look for
Him in the extravagant. He shares company withsthwle, those who have room for Him. The majority an the wrong
side in the pursuit of contentment, they thinkansists in having and getting; on the contraryoitsists in giving and in
serving. | do not advocate that we must use broapepand string this Season to make a statemesitnplicity. It is an
extreme illustration. However, we must be on guaitth our lives. Is lasciviousness what we are wetpm and tied up
with the bow of selfishness? This Christmas keeginifple. Keep it pure. Invest in what will trulysia“Come Dear

Lord, and abide with me, and teach me the value of simplicity.”
Debbie Fondren
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From
Shiloh Ministries Staff & Students

Shiloh Ministries gives the LORD honor and praise for lives that have been delivered from a life of davery. We
celebrate Kingdom Life here at Shiloh. All of our supporters make a tremendous contribution towards lives that
forever are destined for eternity with God. We ask and encourage everyone to give financially to help with the
cost of restoring lives. It cost approximately $500.00 a month to house one man. The LORDS Ministry at Shiloh
isfree to the men who seek restoration. It isa walk of faith for our financial needsto be met every month. Would
you please consider being a monthly supporter? God always speaks to those He has asked to give. We believe
that His people will respond out of a heart of gratitude for what He has done & continuesto do for them. Thank
you, for your generosity in giving & co-laboring with usin the LORDS Ministry at Shiloh. (Shiloh Ministriesis
recognized by the IRS asa 501C3 Charitable Organization)

Please be 1n prayer with us for the following:
Weed eaters for lawn maintenance & Gas Stove for kitchen meal’s
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Phone: 936.334.8616

Fax 936.334.0061

E-mail: shilohmim@sbcglobal.net
Visit us on the web at
www.shilohmensministries.com
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