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Everybody Wants To Go To Heaven, But No
Body Wants To Die

The other day I was scrolling thru my music library on my computer and this particular song title, “Everybody Wants To
Go To Heaven, But No Body Wants To Die,” caught my attention. It is a popular Blue Grass song, sung by Alison Krauss. As
I pondered on the title The Holy Spirit asked me, “What does this song title reveal to you?” I thought about it and replied
back to Him, “Lord I believe it reveals everybody wanting to go to Heaven, but some do not want to die to the things of this
world?” I believe I answered correctly because, The Lord impressed me to read, Mark 8:34-35. This verse says, “When
He (Jesus) had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.” The Lord continued to say
to me, “when you exchange your life for the Cross of Christ, you will come alive to comprehend Eternity. Eternal life with
Me will be rewarded by living a crucified life.”

This month we are celebrating the death and resurrection and assentation of our Lord. The Secular World calls it Easter,
but as a child of God we should celebrate resurrection life daily. It is good to honor this particular annual Holiday, because
hopefully someone who does not know our “Resurrected King” will come to receive and know Him as Lord & Savior. It is
inconceivable to me that as Christians we have allowed the devil to convince the world that a silly rabbit is to be celebrated
more than Jesus Christ. I'm not trying to ruin anyone's celebration, I'm just trying to make sense of other distractions that
has stolen “The Day,” like no other. On a “Day” like no other, Jesus, “The Lamb of God,” came and offered His life as, “The
Sacrifice” that took away humanities sin. All around us are the lost, sick and dying. It is now urgent more than ever that as
Christians we put on Christ and make no provision for the flesh (Rom. 13:14). For when we put on Christ we look like Him,
empowered like Him and Love like Him. “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we al-
so ought to lay down our lives for the brethren,” 1 John 3:16.

I heard a thought provoking message not to long ago that continues to reveal truth about dying to self. The title was called
“Where Do Christians Go When They Die?” Of course the automatic answer would be, Heaven. But this is not the context of
the messenger’s message. This message was a teaching on dying to self (crucified life). He went on to explain, when we ac-
cept Jesus as Lord we die to our selfish ways and instead become minister’s to reconcile man back to God (2 Cor. 5:18). This
is our new nature, because the old man has died, we now live by the power of The Holy Spirit in order to carry out the plans
that Christ redeemed us for. Now that our old life has been crucified (death), it is no longer we who live but Christ living in
and thru us (Gal. 2:20). When this reality is received the believer is now reckoned dead, but alive in Christ. “Likewise you
also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord,” Romans 6:11.

My perception about going to Heaven, after I die has changed over the years. Life and death has taken on new meaning,
because of The Holy Spirit illuminating The Word of God. I have also developed deep intimacy with The Father. I am expe-
riencing that I no longer have to fear dying and wondering if I have done enough good things to counter the bad things. I
have simply learned that God is a Good, Good Father and He desires for me to experience His Love. “All who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. We know how much God loves
us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in
them. And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment,
but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world. Such love has no fear,
because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we
have not fully experienced his perfect love, 1 John 4:15-18. Itisa wonderful opportunity that The Lord has given to
us to encounter His Love and enjoy life as He intended it to be lived, in love with Him and without fear of punishment.

Remember, our main topic is, we all want to go to Heaven, but first we must die (to self), so Christ can live thru us. “As you
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,” Colossians 2:6. As we walk in Him (Christ), we
will gain Heavens perspective about lost humanity, because of a renewed mind (Rom. 12:1-2) and a change of identity. Our
identity has changed because we are new creations in Christ (2Cor. 5:17) and we have a new address in which to call home,
we are now citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20). As citizens of Heaven, we have a home there, but we are not there yet. We do not
live there yet, because we are on assignment for The Kingdom of God. Christ has made us His ambassadors and our assign-
ment is not completed, until He calls us Home. “So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal
through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” (2 Cor. 5:20). This is our ministry as-
signment, reconciling men back to God. Our greatest gift to Jesus when we get to Heaven is, the souls of men. It is my desire
to bring the Nations to lay at the feet of Jesus on that day, when I meet Him face to face. It is in my heart to live in a sense of
urgency, because I anticipate at any moment a Trumpet sound, that calls the believers home (1 Thess. 4:16-17). Fear will not
grip the hearts of those on the Day of Christ Judgement, because they knew Him in the secret place of their heart and are
known by Him. My question to each of us is, how is our “dying” going?



Graduates Testimony

My name is Michael Flood and I was born in Queens, NY. I am 38 years old. I
was born to very young parents who were in there mid-teens. At the age of 3,
I was placed in foster care and moved around from home to home throughout
the cities of NY. At the age of 12, I began to sell drugs, drink alcohol, smoke
marijuana, carry guns and fight a lot. At this time I was in a good home, but I
was always angry at myself. I started skipping school in the 6t grade and
hanging out on the street corners selling drugs and drinking 40 ounce beer. I
started learning the street life from those that was much older than I was. I
began to live a lifestyle that started me going to jail at the age of 16 for as-
sault, which ended me being placed in a group home. That did nothing but
increased my anger and brought me to a place of selfishness, because I
thought no one even cared about me. My behavior resulted in trouble after
trouble until I moved to Texas where I would take my street education to another level. I began selling drugs in school,
smoking a lot of marijuana and having relationships with many girls. I made a lot of money and attained a lot of mate-
rial things, but did not have any peace, but instead much anger. I have been arrested countless of times and been in
quite a few near death experiences. At the age of 29, I began using Cocaine and Meth. For 8 years I would use on and off
with lying, cheating, stealing and every evil thing in my nature to acquire what I needed to support my habit. I realize
through all those years, I wanted something different but never knew what it was, how to get it and I was to prideful to
ask for help. Then the mother of my daughter looked on line and saw Shiloh Ministries. After 3 months of pondering
and wavering through despair, I finally called Shiloh which I believe God led me to begin my real life in Him. At Shiloh,
God began to fill my emptiness with love, joy peace, truth and better relationships. I give thanks to God the Father be-
cause He is Worthy of all praise. He is the only one who was able to change my nature that was once sinful. It is
through the blood of Jesus Christ that I'm a new creation. While at Shiloh, I lost my younger brother to an accidental
drowning while I was 4 Y2 months into the program. I went home for his graduation (funeral), but returned by the
Grace and Mercies of God. I dedicated this strong finish to him. I thank God for my spiritual parents, Pastor Rocky and
Sister Debbie for being sold out and crucified to Christ, staff, brothers at Shiloh, parents, brother and all I received en-
couraging letters from. I thank all of those that support Shiloh Ministries and pray that God would bless them richly in
all that they do.

We want to thank everyone who financially partners with us. It is because of special people like you, men have the oppor-
tunity to encounter the “Presence of God.” Since the year 2000, we have been participating with the Lord in seeing men
restored back to Him, so their destiny can be fulfilled. We are thrilled to hear from our graduates testifying about their
experiences of advancing the Kingdom of God in their families, the market places and foreign countries where many are
serving as missionaries. We would also like to invite others to help us financially in this ministry of reconciliation for res-
toration. Please consider Shiloh Ministries as good ground for your financial seed. We would also like to ask Pastor’s for
the opportunity for the students to come & share with their congregation. We invite everyone to come and take a tour of
the Shiloh Campus, if you are in the Liberty area (located 45 miles east of downtown Houston). We would be glad to meet
you and show you what extraordinary things the Lord is doing at Shiloh. Thanks again, for co-laboring with us and
prayerfully considering financially supporting The Lord’s Ministry at Shiloh.

Shiloh Ministries is recognized by the IRS as a 501c3 charitable organization. All financial gifts are tax deductible at the end of the year.

Prayer Needs: New Drinking Fountain for dining hall & we
need five loads of rock for the ministry dive way & parking lot.
Thanks you for loving the Lord’s ministry at Shiloh
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